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ABSTRACT 
Passerines are perching birds of order Passeriformes representing half of the diversity of birds 
(Sibley and Monroe, 1990). There are total 6,600 species identified under 140 families declaring 
Passeriformes as the largest order of birds. Three hundred and thirteen species of Passeriformes 
were reported by Roberts (1992) from Pakistan but according to check list of birds of Pakistan 
there are more than 400 species of Passeriformes in Pakistan (Clements, 2019). They have 
significant ecological importance in an ecosystem and are mostly omnivores except the shrikes 
which are carnivorous. This study was done to form a preliminary checklist of Passeriformes at 
Marala Wetlands from October 2000 to September 2001. Census of the passeriformes was 
conducted on monthly basis by physically exploring the starting points from the three rivers (Kikar 
post, Kalyal and Rangpur Kuri) to Marala Head. Four families (Dicruridae, Passeridae, Ploceidae 
and Sylviidae) belonging to the order of Passeriformes were observed. Only one species was 
observed from each family. 
Keywords: Passeriformes, sparrow, warbler, ornithology, river head 
INTRODUCTION 
Passerines are perching birds of order 
Passeriformes representing half of the 
diversity of birds (Sibley and Monroe, 1990). 
There are total 6,600 species identified under 
140 families declaring Passeriformes as the 
largest order of birds.  They have a 
cosmopolitan nature and worldwide 
distribution, with highest diversity in the 
tropical region and are present on all 
continents except Antarctica (Edwards, 
2013). They have a specific arrangement of 
toes i.e. three toes pointing forward and one 
back, a character which differentiates them 
from other orders of the clade of birds (Frank 
and David, 2009). Passerines are further 
divided into three suborders i.e. New Zealand 
wrens, suboscines and oscines (Acanthisitti. 
Tyranni, Passeri) respectively (Barker et al., 
2002; Ericson et al., 2002). The body length 
of Passerines ranges from small (7.5 cm) to 
medium-sized (117 cm) birds.  
They have significant ecological 
importance in an ecosystem and are mostly 
omnivores except the shrikes which are 
carnivorous. They consume different types of 
foods i.e. fruits, grains, insects, invertebrates, 
amphibians, reptiles and even small 
mammals and also act as food for other 
higher animals in an ecosystem. They act as 
pollinators and through migration help grow 
plants in habitats where normally it is not 
possible for the seeds to reach (Austin, 2018). 
Three hundred and thirteen species of 
Passeriformes were reported by Roberts 
(1992) from Pakistan but according to check 
list of birds of Pakistan there are more than 
400 species of Passeriformes in Pakistan 
(Clements, 2019). This study was done to 
form a preliminary checklist of Passeriformes 
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at Marala Wetlands from October 2000 to 
September 2001. Passeriformes are a 
significant part of a wetland’s ecosystem. 
Hence, further studies are needed to 
determine the current population trend of this 
family and what may be done to conserve it.   
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
Marala wetlands is a protected area 
situated adjacent Sialkot, Punjab. The 
observations were made during October 2000 
to September 2001. Census of the 
passeriformes was conducted on monthly 
basis by physically exploring the starting 
points from the three rivers (Kikar post, 
Kalyal and Rangpur Kuri) to Marala Head. 
Binoculars (8 x 30 mm), spotting scopes (15 
– 60 x 60 mm zoom) and a counter were used. 
The observations were taken preferably from 
concealed, raised and faraway positions such 
as river banks, in order to broaden the vision 
without disturbing the birds.  
 
RESULTS 
Table 1. Number of some passeriformes observed at head Marala wetland during different months (Oct. 2000 
TO Sep. 2001)           
 
Family / 
Common 
Name  
 
Scientific 
Name 
Months 
Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 
DICRURIDAE  
Black Drongo  Dicrurus 
adsimilis 
7 12 40 14 11 17 11 - 5 7 9 7 
PASSERIDAE  
House Sparrow  Passer 
domesticus 
24 25 23 17 27 40 44 60 25 35 50 70 
PLOCEIDAE 
Streaked 
Weaver Bird  
Ploceus 
manyar 
37 41 32 35 25 27 39 35 30 25 20 30 
SYLVIIDAE  
Great Reed 
Warbler  
Acrocephalus 
arundinaceus  
14 27 18 19 17 23 21 25 14 13 17 19 
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Figure 1. Passerines observed at Marala Head (a) Dicrurus adsimilis (b) Passer domesticus (c) Ploceus manyar 
(d) Acrocephalus arundinaceus (Retrieved from: https://www.hbw.com/ibc/1025502) 
 
DISCUSSION 
Four families belonging to the order 
of Passeriformes were observed. The highest 
population observed was of House sparrow 
(70) in September. Black Drongo was not 
observed at all in May. Higher populations of 
House Sparrow, Streaked Weaver Bird and 
Great Reed Warbler were observed from 
May to September. Whereas a greater 
number of Black Drongos were observed 
during winter.   
Dicruru adsimils and Passer 
domesticus are non-migratory. Dicruru 
adsimils had a stable population trend. Passer 
domesticus had a decreasing population 
trend. Acrocephalus arundinaceus is a full 
migrant with a decreasing population trend.  
A total of 130 individuals of Black 
Drongo have been reported from different 
areas of Pakistan (Ali and Akhtar, 2005). 
They cite the presence of twelve individuals 
of this species from Rawal lake, five from 
Khabbaki lake, twelve from Kallar Kahar 
lake, ten from Uchalli lake, thirteen from 
Jahler lake, two from Nammal lake, eight 
from Shahpur, twelve from Rangpur marsh 
area, twelve from Mianwali, twelve from 
Hafizabad, one from Chailanwala marsh 
area, twelve from Sialkot, six from Jassar, 
two from Khangarh, eleven from 
Bahawalnagar and none from Kharar lake.  
Thirty-five percent of Passerines 
were observed out of all birds observed at 
Chotiari Reservoir, Sindh during 2006 to 
2009; where Passer domesticus and Dicrurus 
adsimilis were abundant residents, Ploceus 
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manyar was a common resident and 
Acrocephalus arundinaceus was not 
observed (Rais et al., 2011). Qureshi et al. 
(2011) reported Passer domesticus from 
Khunjerab National Park, Pakistan; May-
June 2006.     
CONCLUSION 
 Four families belonging to the order of 
Passeriformes were observed. The greatest 
population of observed passeriformes was of 
House sparrow, seventy individuals, during 
September. The least population recorded 
was that of Black Drongo. Only one species 
was observed from each family. Even though 
most of the species present had a common 
presence, the numbers of Black drongo were 
less compared to the others. Especially since 
this species is non-migratory, the reasons for 
its low population at the study site is worth 
looking into for future conservation studies.   
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